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The Five-year Development Plan for the City of uMhlathuze
includes a number of upcoming residential nodes, some of which
are almost ready for township development. There are also several
that require bulk services development before construction can
start on housing units and others that are in the early feasibility
stage with Environmental Impact Assessments and social impact
studies still to be completed.

uMhlathuze City Deputy Director: Integrated Development
Planning, Neil Muller is excited at the number of areas of opportunity
available in Meerensee, Aquadene, Wildenweide, Veldenvlei,
Esikhawini, Ngwelezane and Empangeni. “Several suburbs in the
City are running out of residential space and the Council is looking
at undeveloped government owned land within the City boundaries
that are suitable for residential developments.”

The Integrated Development Planning Department has included
the following projects on its budget for the new financial year,
starting in July 2005, and will largely concentrate its efforts on
the planning process. Muller is confident that the 2006/07 financial
year will see the start of the implementation of these plans.

In Meerensee there are five tourism and exquisite residential
areas identified. The former Canal Node, now known as Zumanzi,
has been identified as a potential tourism area with possible
allocation for commercial, education and residential development
with the accent on the environment.

Three other areas form part of the Dune Nodes, which first
need to be carefully assessed for possible future coastline erosion.
At Soetwater there is a potential of 70 units in the 10,75 hectare
area; Two Mile Beach, for a further 70 units in the 9,4 hectares
identified; and around 130 units on the 18,77 hectares at
Lighthouse.

“Council would look at providing bulk services up to the erven
and it would be the developer’s responsibility to provide services
to the individual units. These areas have the advantage of being
the only sites in Richards Bay to have potential sea views and
therefore should make them extremely sought after,” said Muller.

Green belts are also being looked at as potential development
areas with one such running between Loodvislyn and Krewelkring.
Here an eco-estate is suggested with a potential 50 units on the
37,17 hectare site known as Lot 7438. An EIA is still to be
completed in this area.

Land to the north of Wildenweide and Veldenvlei, currently
under forestry is also being investigated and which could provide
sites for around 750 residential units.

North-west of Aquadene has the potential to expand by 540
new houses on 20 hectares of land available for development.

In Empangeni several Council owned high-density residential
sites are in the process of being valued and will soon be on offer.
These are in the vicinity of the Golf Course, Tennis Club and
behind the Empangeni Hospital.

Muller said that Council would also be calling for proposals
for a middle income residential development on the vacant land
between the Qalakabusha Prison and Empangeni’s CBD. And
there is also a feasibility study into a further 180 residential stands
in Ngwelezane A Section.

Still in its infancy is an area of 122 hectares between Esikhawini
and Vulindlela, which has the potential of accommodating around
1000 residential units. However, land acquisition, an EIA and
social study need to be done before detailed planning is undertaken.

Future residential opportunities

The day was overcast and rainy but the birds, including
Goliath Herons, darters and an African Fish Eagle still turned
out for the opening of a new bird hide at Thulezihleka Pan

The green belt known as Lot 7438, Richards Bay, which runs
through the heart of Meerensee has the potential of becoming
a popular eco-estate



As from 1 January 2005 the following offences will cost drivers
R500:
1) Speaking on a cellular telephone while driving or holding it

in your hand or against any part of your body - only a car kit
or hands free kit may be used.

2) Abuse of disabled reserved parking - disabled people that
can still walk, may not qualify. Remember these parking bays
are wider to allow a driver that is wheelchair bound to have
easier access to the wheelchair from the vehicle. Should you
have a disabled passenger in your vehicle, stop as close to
where you need to be, drop off the person and park the
vehicle in a normal parking, the same can be done when
picking up a disabled passenger. Contact the Traffic Department
should you require a token to utilise these parking bays.

Other traffic warnings:
¶ A trailer (which includes a caravan) must have its own parking

device, which will keep it stationary when it is uncoupled from
the drawing vehicle.

¶ A trailer must have a chevron affixed to the rear thereof,
which may not be obscured. Retro reflectors may only be
affixed in special circumstances. A licence plate is to be
affixed at the rear of a trailer and may not be obscured and
will be illuminated at night by a white light which may not
project any light to the rear. Rear lamps, stop lamps and
direction indicators are also to be affixed at the rear and may
not be obscured.

¶ A trailer shall have a chassis number (VIN) stamped thereon,
which shall be placed thereon by only the manufacturer or
the SAPS Vehicle Theft Unit.  Trailers with no chassis number
will be confiscated vehicle and the owner charged.

¶ A seatbelt must be worn by all occupants of a vehicle at all
times and it is the driver's responsibility to ensure that all
occupants of the vehicle comply, otherwise the driver will be
charged for each occupant failing to comply. The only time
the wearing of a seatbelt by the driver is not required is when
the engine of a stationary vehicle is running, or when the
driver is reversing or moving out of a parking bay.

¶ The only time you need to use a direction indicator at a traffic
circle is to indicate in which direction you would be leaving
the traffic circle.

¶ It takes alcohol ± 48 hours from the time you had your last
drink, to completely leave your body, so be careful when you
party hard!
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Tokoloho Masilo has joined the uMhlathuze Municipality as a
Senior Environmental Planner and will be co-ordinating all the
Environmental Impact Assessments for projects (either external
or initiated by Council), which have been listed as having
significant environmental impacts.

Part of her function is to ensure that the City manages
environmental impacts in a way that is compliant with
environmental legislation. As such she acts as an environmental
watchdog by sniffing out environmental violators and encouraging
them to develop tools for correct environmental management.

Other functions include:
• Legal audits to ensure that companies in Richards Bay are

complying with environmental laws.

• Co-ordinating the activities of
consultants who conduct
environmental special ist
studies for the Municipality.

• Build awareness among the
public about environmental
issues.

• Assist the City to develop and
implement an Environmental
Management System.

• Liaise with the Department of
Agriculture and Energy Affairs on EIA matters.

Those members of the public wanting to contact Tokoloho about
EIAs can call 035 - 901 5429.

Introducing new members of staff

The Department of Community
Facilitation and Marketing has
appointed Nomsa Zulu as Chief
Facilitation Officer. Her role will
be to  co-ord inate publ ic
participation processes, faciliate
Counci l  pro jects  through
communication with affected
communities and offer community
facilitation assistance to ward

councillors and other departments
within the Municipality. Nomsa
can be contacted directly on
035-901 5404.

Working with Nomsa is
Facilitation Co-ordinator Maxwell
Zungu who carries out similar
duties with a focus on the rural
areas. He can be contacted on
035-901 5437.

ss ss

sssssNomsa Zulu Maxwell Zungu

The City Electrical Engineer’s Department embarked on a
campaign at the end of 2003 to encourage residents using
conventional electricity meters to change to pre-payment
meters.

To date about 3 800 applications have been processed
and the pre-payment meters installed. However, there are
still a small amount of outstanding applications. The
Department wants to finalise the project and is asking that
those who have not yet received a pre-payment meter please
contact the Customer Service Section on 035-901 5348.

City seeks finality on pre-
payment project

Traffic offenders warned of new fines
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Avitourism set to fly with new bird hide
The first land based bird hide at Thulazihleka Pan, behind Foskor
and CTC in Richards Bay, was officially opened in January and is
a prime example of how business and the environment can work
in unity.

At the opening, Mayor Denny Moffatt said developments such
as the bird hide have an important role to play in changing the image
of Richards Bay in a sensible way. “The Council is pro development,
but it is also pro the environment. We are very sensitive to the
biodiversity that surrounds us and are busy formulating environmental
policies to protect our natural assets. We believe there is no reason
why industry and the environment cannot co-exist if properly
managed.”

Duncan Pritchard of BirdLife Zululand said the new hide would
be the main feature in a series of hides that have been planned by
BirdLife Zululand and the uMhlathuze Municipality. Other plans for
the area include opening an office for bird guides at the top of the
pan in a building made available by CTC, and the clean-up of alien
plants around these hides.

“This area is an ideal place for residents to bring their family and
have a picnic as well as having excellent birding facilities for
birdwatchers. These types of developments really do attract people,”
said Duncan.

He added that apart from encouraging avitourism, the Thulazihleka
Pan project is also an important creator of job opportunities and
invited local tour guide, Sifundu Gumbi to share his story.

Sifundu was one of the youths identified to attend the bird guiders
course at Wakkerstroom 18 months ago. After attending the month-
long course he familiarised himself with the local bird species, was
assessed and accredited as a bird guide.

In order to spread his wings further in the tourism industry,
Sifundu has since got his driver’s licence, formulated a business
plan and started a birding tours and safaris business. According to
Sifundu over 400 birdwatchers visited uMhlathuze during 2004 and
BirdLife Zululand is hoping to double this number now that its facilities
are coming on stream.

The new bird hide can accommodate 22 people and has been built
1m above water level to give birders an excellent vantage point.
Access to the hide is by a 70m long elevated boardwalk across
the water.

Making the most of the new facilities at the official
opening are (from left): Mayor Denny Moffatt,
Margie Leisegang, Peet de Wet, Terry Crystal and
Pieter Odendaal (Director of Community Facilitation
and Marketing).

Bird guides, Sakhamuzi Mhlongo and Michael Blose,
discuss the benefits of the new hide with Duncan
Pritchard of BirdLife Zululand and Mayor Denny Moffatt.

Sifundu Gumbi explains how the growth of
avitourism in uMhlathuze has benefited those
employed as bird guides.
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Council introduced free basic electricity
for the poor over 18 months ago to
reaffirm the Municipality as a forerunner
in the provision of basic services to the
poor and add further value to the
Council’s existing indigent policy.

How do poor households get free
basic electricity?
uMhlathuze Municipality introduced
EBSST, which stands for Electricity
Basic Support Structure Tariff, in July
2003 as a means of providing free
electricity to the poor.

How does EBSST work?
Unlike water, of which 6kl is given to
every household free each month,
residents are able to sign an agreement
with the Municipality after which they
will qualify for 50kWh of free electricity
each month.

What if a household uses more than
its free electricity allocation?
Households using more than 50kWh
of electricity can purchase additional
electricity units at the set EBSST tariff.
This tariff is higher than the normal
domestic tariff so that the break-even
point with the normal domestic tariff is
100kWh.

This means that only truly indigent
households using less than an average
of 100kWh of electricity per month will
benefit from the EBSST tariff.

Those households on the EBSST
tariff and using more than 100kWh per
month will effectively pay more than if
the household had been on the normal
domestic tariff.

How many people are on the tariff?
About 120 households are currently
making use of the EBSST tariff.

Why does every household not get
free electricity?
Should 50 kWh be given to all
households being supplied with
electricity by the Municipality, Council
would lose millions of Rands worth of
income per annum. To recover this
amount the domestic tariff would have
to be increased considerably.

How do households apply to join
the tariff?
Residents need to visit the Customer
Services Section at the Electricity
Department of the Municipality.
Here they will be interviewed to find
out their level of electricity use at home
and be fully informed about EBSST

before signing an agreement, as the
option to change from the EBSST tariff
can only be done once in a 12-month
cycle.

Generally households with a geyser
are not suited to this self-targeting tariff
as they use more than 100kWh per
month.

All you need to know about Council’s free basic
electricity policy

UMnyango kaNjiniyela weDolobha uphume umkhankaso
womsebenzi wokulungisa izintambo eziphezulu zogesi ophakela
Esikhawini, iChibi iCubhu kanye nezindawo zasemakhaya
ezakhelene nazo.

Lomsebenzi ubudinga ukuba uthathelwe izinyathelo masinya
ngoba uma bekungenjalo ubuzodala ukuba kuphunywe izinsuku
eziningi kube kungahleliwe.

Lomkhankaso wophumo oluhleliwe lokulungisa uhlelwe
ukuba ube njalo emavikini amabili kanti uzoqhubeka uze uphele
umsebenzi.Lokhukuphumela umsebenzi akuzukwedlula kokubili
ngenyanga.

Lomsebenzi waqala ngoNovember 2004 kanti uzoqhubeka
kuze kube ngu - April / May 2005. Izinsuku zokuphuma
okuhleliwe yilezi: 2 no15 February, 8 no 22 March kanye no
19 April. Uma umsebenzi ungakapheli kuyokwengezwa
ngokuphuma okuyoba ngomhlaka 3 no 17 May.

Loluphumo luyoncika esimweni sezulu. Uma isimo
sezulu siphazamisile kuyobe  sekuphunywa evikini
elilandelayo kanti izinsuku zophumo oluseleyo
ziyobe seziguquka nazo kanjalo.

E: Esikhawini ,  Lake Qubhu and
surrounding areas will experience planned
outages over the next several months
as the City Electrical Engineer’s
Department refurbishes the main
overhead lines supplying these
areas, which were in urgent
need of attention.

Umkhankaso Wophumo Lokulungiswa
Kogesi  Es ikhawini  Namaphethelo

l A household will be able to burn
a 60 W lamp for five hours a
night for 30 days. This will use
approximately 15 kWh/month.

l An average kettle with a 2 kW
element will be able to boil
water for five minutes a day,
u s i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
21kWh/month.

l The remaining electricity could
be used to run a radio or
t e l e v i s i o n .  I t  i s  n o t
recommended that it be used
to operate a geyser, hot plate,
frying pan or stove as electricity
is wasted during heating up and
this would certainly take the
household over the 50 kWh
average per month.

What can households do
with 50kWh of electricity
a month?
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Ukuhambisana nomgomo kaHulumeni wokunika izakhamizi zezwe
inani elincane lamanzi ayisidingo mahala, uMkhandlu waseMhlathuze
unikela ngamanzi angama 6kl mahala njalo ngenyanga kulelo
nalelokhaya endaweni kamasipala.

Nokho ukutholakala kwamanye amanzi kungumsebenzi omele
ukhokhelwe kanti lezozakhamizi ezifisa ukuxhunyelwa amanzi kumele
zifake izicelo zazo kwaMasipala ukuze zixhunyelwe kufakwe nemitha
lamanzi endlini.

Kusukela ngomhlaka 1 January 2005 uMkhandlu uzinciphisile
izindleko ezimiyo zokuxhunyelwa amanzi okusebenza ekhaya kwaba
ngu R600 ngokufakelwa kanye endaweni kamasipala.

Izindleko ezintsha zokuxhunyelwa amanzi zizoxhaswa yizindleko
zokusetshenziswa kwamanzi  okwenzeka kubobonke
abawasebenzisayo.Lokhu kuzokwenza ukuba ukuxhunyelwa amanzi
kwenziwe ngokushesha nalapho kudingeka khona, ukuze
kuhanjiswane nomgomo 'welungelo lokuthola amanzi lezizwezonke'

 Uma Isikhulu sokuXhumanisa uMphakathi sesiqashiwe,
sizofundisa ngaloluhlelo olusha ukuze kube nesiqiniseko sokuthi
umphakathi uchazelwe.

Ezinye izindaba ezimnandi wukuthi uMkhandlu usiguqulile
isinqumo sokukhokhisa u R30 wezindleko zokufunda amamitha
nokusetshenzwa kwamabhuku ezimali ezindaweni ezisemakhaya
wathi ayisezukukhokhwa lemali.
Uma udinga olunye ulwazi ngokuxhunywa kwamanzi kucelwa
uthintane noMnyango kaNjiniyela weDolobha kulenombolo yocingo-
035-9015000.

E: Council has reduced the cost of domestic water installations to
R600 and has further decided to rescind a decision to charge a
basic monthly administration fee of R30 to customers in the rural
areas to cover the cost of reading the water meter and processing
the account.

Mswane Construction has been awarded the R5,8 million Phase
2 contract to upgrade water reticulation in Empangeni. The company
has already successfully completed the first phases of the project
successfully and, therefore, has the required knowledge needed
for the upgrade.

According to Deputy City Engineer, Richard Madden the upgrade
is necessary because reticulation in some parts of Empangeni is
up to 50 years old while in other areas there are problems with
persistent bursting of pipes, which causes high water losses. This
results in large financial losses to the Municipality as well as
dissatisfaction among the community and municipal staff who are
called out at all hours.

An example of this occurred on Friday, 21 January when a
large portion of Empangeni was without water due to burst pipes.
It is largely the areas affected by that incident that will benefit from
the upgrade. This includes the North Road area, central Empangeni,
Main Road and Empangeni Rail.

Work on the project started at the end of January and is
scheduled for completion in November. The contract includes the
installation of 12km of pipeline, which varies in size from 50mm to
300mm diameter pipe.

According to the City Engineer’s Department affected residents
will only experience disruptions during connection time and will be
given prior notice as to when the water service will be unavailable.

Empangeni water problems
are being addressed

A task team of key councillors has been formed to assist
environmental consultants, FutureWorks, to develop an
Environmental Services Management Policy for the City of
uMhlathuze.

At a feedback session to Council in January, Tony Marcovich
of FutureWorks, said his company had already finalised the first
phase of the project, which was to identify the legal framework
and obligations that drive environmental services management.

However, a task team is needed to assist them in completing
phase two of the project and councillors John Harvey, Arthur
Pierce (Chairman of the Integrated Development Planning portfolio
committee), Liz Wood and Mayor Denny Moffatt have been identified
for this purpose.

Phase two includes:
f Establishing the principles of services management
f Identification and definition of natural assets
f Identification of environmental services
f Valuation of assets and services
f Definition of an Open Space System
f Catchment  p lanning and management  system
f Environmental Services Management Framework system

Mr Marcovich explained that environmental services include
soil erosion protection and other “free” services that the environment
provides to sustain our environment. The project aims to put a
value on these services because it is important that the City
manages and protects the natural assets it has.

Once FutureWorks has development a draft policy the document
will be workshopped with the Council task team and refined. The
refined document will be taken to Council for ratification. Once in
place the Environmental Services Management Policy will help
to get development projects in place as quickly as possible as a
lot of the information required for Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIAs) would already have been addressed in the
policy.

The final two phases of the project are due for completion
early in the second half of 2005 and include identifying the risks
associated with the various catchments in the City and developing
a suitable management plan. In this regard the Strategic Catchment
Assessment done by the company in 2004 will provide a great
deal of information.

Mr Marcovich said the uMhlathuze River has seven catchment
areas. Some of these are affected by catchments outside of the
municipal area and it is, therefore, important to work with other
municipalities to manage these impacts so that they do not affect
uMhlathuze Municipality and its catchments.

Council gets feedback
on securing its ‘green’
assets

Okuliqiniso Ngokuxhunywa
Kwamanzi
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Excellent Satisfactory Not completely Totally
satisfactory unsatisfactory

Water supply service (2803 households)
House connection water supply (1 554 households) 34% 54% 8% 3%
Yard connection (645 households) 5% 53% 33% 7%
Standpipe < 200 metre water supply (132 households) 6% 61% 26% 7%
Communal water supply (472 households) 2% 51% 29% 18%

Sanitation (2749 households)
Flushing toilet service (1681 households) 38,3% 58,5% 2,5% 0,4%
Sandpit latrine (VIPs) (876 households) 4% 62% 23% 11%
Sandpit latrine (own) (197 households) 5% 57% 33% 5%

Health care service
TB treatment (463 households) 16% 73% 8% 2%
Cholera treatment (128 households) 20% 61% 11% 7%
HIV/Aids Counselling (187 households) 35% 60% 3% 1%
Primary Health Education (100 households) 27% 69% 2% 1%
Inoculations (330 households) 16% 70% 10% 3%

Excellent Satisfactory Not completely Totally
satisfactory unsatisfactory

Roads (2964 respondents)
Rating of condition of roads 17% 37% 23% 21%

Domestic Refuse Removal (1704 respondents)
240-litre bin service (405 households) 36% 59% 3% 1%
Black bag service (1245 households) 31% 54% 10% 4%
Communal bin service (54 households) 11% 78% 4% 7%

No service: 42%
Of the households that
participated in the survey
receive no domestic refuse
removal service. These
households are predominantly
in the rural areas (1 260
households). Eighty-two (82)
of these respondents are not
satisfied with the situation of
no domestic removal service
and the majority of 1 178
respondents are satisfied with
the fact that this service is not
delivered.

The results of the second annual customer satisfaction survey are
out. Read on to find out how you, the residents, rate the City of
uMhlathuze's performance in terms of the quality indicators developed
within the Performance Management Framework of the Municipality
as required by the Municipal Systems Act.

The project, managed by AST Consulting (Richards Bay), saw
3 000 questionnaires distr ibuted throughout the City.

Questionnaires comprised 21 questions relating to the most
important services delivered by the Municipality. Below are some of
the priority services.

The pie charts give a breakdown of the type of service rendered
to those respondents making use of that particular service.
Respondents have then rated the service as either excellent,
satisfactory, not completely satisfactory or totally unsatisfactory.

Residents asked to rate the Municipality's customer service

Water supply service
(2803 households)

Sanitation service
(2 749 respondents)

Health Care Service
(1208 respondents)

No supply
5.0%

House connections
53.0%

Yard connections
22.0%

Standpipe <200m
4.0%

Communal supply
16.0%

No service
7.0%

Flushing toilet
57.0%

Sandpit latrine (VIPs)
29.0%

Sandpit latrine (own)
7.0%

HIV/AIDS counselling
15.0%

Cholera treatment
11.0%

Primary Health Care
8.0%

Inoculations
27.0%

TB Treatment
39.0%

Satisfaction with condition of roads

Roads (2 964 respondents)
Domestic Refuse Removal

(1 704 respondents)

Excellent
17.0%

Satisfactory
37.0%

Not completely satisfactory
23.0%

Totally unsatisfactory
21.0%

N/A
2.0% 240l bin

14.0%

Black bags
42.0%

Communal bin
2.0%

No service
42.0%
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Excellent Satisfactory Not completely Totally
satisfactory unsatisfactory

Communication with community (1772 respondents)
uMhlathuze newsletter (293 households) 21% 73% 5% 1%
Ward committees (255 households) 1% 83% 11% 3%
Telephone communication (89 households) 20% 57% 16% 1%
Personal contact (192 households) 39% 44% 13% 3%

Electricity supply
Electricity supply by City of uMhlathuze (1695 households) 30% 58% 10% 2%
Electricity supply by Eskom (1109 households) 17% 66% 13% 3%

Excellent Satisfactory Not completely Totally
satisfactory unsatisfactory

Sports facilities (2964 respondents)
Rating of sports facilities 16% 62% 16% 6%

After-hour services
1 443 of the 2 964 respondents indicated that they have used the after-hours service provided by the Municipality. The graph
shows the type of service called upon.

Traffic services
Licencing service (1154 respondents) 19% 71% 7% 3%
Law enforcement visibility (2834 respondents) 8% 53% 22% 13%

Satisfaction rating of Motor Vehicle Licencing Service

Excellent
8.0%

Satisfactory
53.0%

Not completely satisfactory
22.0%

Totaly unsatisfactory
13.0%

N/A
4.0%

Satisfaction rating of Law Enforcement Visibility

Law Enforcement Visibility (2 834 respondents)

Excellent
19.0%

Satisfactory
71.0%

Not completely satisfactory
7.0%

Totally unsatisfactory
3.0%

Licencing Service

Frequently
9.0%

Sometimes
22.0%

Never
23.0%

There are no facilities
46.0%

Extent of
sports facilities used

Sports facilities (2 964 respondents) After-hours Services

Eskom supply
37.0%

Municipal supply
58.0%

No supply
5.0%

Electricity supply

Communication with the community
(1 772 respondents)

uMhlathuze newsletter
62.0%

Ward committees
12.0%

Telephonic
1.0%

No communication
20.0%

Personal contact
5.0%

Electricity
47.0%

Law enforcement
23.0%

Fire & Rescue
2.0%

Water
20.0%

Sewerage
8.0%

NOTE: Some of the results were influenced by the fact that no distinction was made between provincial and municipal roads and
between electricity supplied by the Municipality and by Eskom.
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INRB Construction inikezwe umsebenzi
we R4,7 wezigidi ukuqeda isigaba 3A
s o H l e l o  L o k u f a k e l a  A m a n z i
kwesakwaKhoza, okuluhlelo oluzokwandisa
ingqalasizinda yamanzi endaweni yesizwe
sakwaKhoza.

Lenkampani isiqede imisebenzi emithathu
kulendawo isebenzela uMasipala kanti isiyakhe
ubudlelwano obuhle nomaziphathe wesizwe kanye nomphakathi.

Umsebenzi oqalwe ngoJanuary ulindeleke ukuba uphele ngo
-Augast. Isivumelwano somsebenzi sibandakanya ukufakwa
kwamapayipi abude bawo bungama 45km kanye namathange
amabili akhiwe ngesitili kanti lilinye limumatha 200kl bese
esebenza njengezigcinamanzi. Uma usuphelile lomsebenzi yimizi
engama 510eyokwazi ukuthola amanzi ngamapayipi amileyo.

UMnyango wesiFundazwe noHulumeni Wasekhaya uvume
uxhaso luka R9,4 wezigidi ngalomsebenzi oyikhipha ngohlelo
Lokusiza Izingqalasizinda zoMasipala. Izimali ezisala emva
kokuphela kweSigaba 3A ziyosetshenziswa esigabeni
esilandelayo sohlelo lokuxhunyelwa amanzi endaweni
yakwaKhoza.

E: NRB Construction is working on a R4,7 million contract to
complete Phase 3A of the Greater Khoza Water Supply Scheme.
On completion in August 510 households will have access to
water by means of standpipes.

Kufakelwa Amanzi
Ezindaweni
Zasemakhaya

The City Electrical Engineer’s Department has
started a project to update its data in the Richards
Bay area, including Mandlazini and Mzingazi.

A spokesperson for the City Electrical
Engineer’s Department said this involves a visit
to every household in the area to check on both
pre-payment and conventional meters. Appointed
contractors, whose staff will be able to identify
themselves for security purposes, will conduct
the visits as from mid-February.

Those with queries or wanting to verify the
particulars of a person visiting their home can
contact the Electrical Department’s Customer
Service Section on 035-901 5371 or 035-901 5585.

Notice to all Richards Bay
residents

The R30-million expansion of the Bay Hospital in Richards
Bay is benefiting local sub-contractors who are working
on the project and will also see a huge benefit to the
community once the new facilities are complete.

Hospital General Manager, Barbara Moore said the
project would initially result in an increase of 34 beds.
However, licence has been granted by the Department
of Health to extend the hospital’s capacity from 160 beds
to 200 beds.

The expansion includes the construction of a new
wing that will house a Day Ward as well as allow for the
expansion of the existing Intensive Care Unit and the
addition of two beds in the Neo-Natal Ward.

The X-Ray department will be expanded and new
CT and MRI scanners are due to be installed on
completion of the project in about a year’s time. Additional
doctor’s rooms, the hospital’s Boardroom and
administrative offices will also be accommodated in the
new wing.

“We are hoping to attract new doctors with our
increased facilities. These would be specialised in
orthopaedics, plastic surgery and perhaps another
physician,” said Ms Moore.

As part of the first phase of the project, the hospital’s
entrance foyer, coffee shop and pharmacy will be
extended to accommodate the additional wards. This
work should be completed by the end of February.

The parking area will also receive attention and will
be relocated to the portion of land between the hospital
and the Old Mutual Building. The hospital already owns
this land and this portion of the project is also due for
completion at the end of February.

A general upgrade of the hospital and its existing
wards is to follow the construction of the new wing. The
rest of the project is scheduled for completion by the
end of September this year.

Community to benefit from
hospital expansion

A computer generated impression of what the new wing at the Bay
Hospital will look like. Artchitects for the development are KwaZulu-
Natal-based Bazil Voges and the main contractor is Wilson Bailey
Holmes.
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Richards Bay Clean Air
Association:

Monthly Report - December 2004
COMPLIANCE WITH GUIDELINES:
There were no exceedances of the DEAT SO2 guidelines during the
reporting period.

COMPARISON OF NUMBER OF EXCEEDENCES PER MONTH

AIR QUALITY COMPLAINTS
A total of 20 air quality complaints were received for December 2004.

Of the 20 total complaints, nine were related to emissions or strong odours
from the Foskor plant, with eight related to emissions or strong odours
from the Mondi plant.

RBCAA total number of SO2 exceedances per month
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Year to Date Distribution of Complaints by Source
(01 January 2004 - 31 December 2004)

Foskor, 29%

Hillside,
8%

Other, 1%

Unresolved, 4%

Fugitive dust, 2%

No resolution
required, 1%

Fire/smoke, 3%

Mondi, 48%

CTC (Noise), 1%
Chem Alum, 1%

Sewer/H2S, 1%

TICOR, 1%
Bayside, 1%

Year to Date Distribution of Complaints by Area (2004)
(01 January 2004 - 31 December 2004)

Veldenvlei, 20%

Meerensee, 5%

Arboretum, 9%

Alton, 5%

CTC, 6%

JR highway, 12%

Foskor area, 4%
Other, 5%

Empangeni, 3%

Enseleni, 1%

Arboretum Ext., 8%
Hillside, 3%

CBD, 17% Brackenham, 1%

Take part in the
election process
Local Government elections will be held
later this year and in preparation the
Municipal Demarcation Board has
completed phase 1 and 2 of the ward
delimitation process to improve upon
ward boundaries, and is about to
offer its third set of ward maps for
public comment.

Why do we have wards?
In terms of the Local Government Municipal Structures Acts, the
Demarcation Board, after consultation with the Electoral
Commission, must delimit all metropolitan municipalities and all
local municipalities into wards.

The number of wards in a metropolitan or local municipality
must be equal to the number of ward councillors determined for
the municipality in terms of Section 22 (2) of the Municipal
Structures Act.

How are wards created?
The Demarcation Board after consulting the Electoral Commission
must delimit a municipality into wards, each having approximately
the same number of voters, taking into account the following
criteria:
• The number of registered voters in each ward may not vary

by more than 15% from the norm, where the norm is determined
by dividing the total number of registered voters on the
municipality’s segment of the national common voters roll by
the number of wards in the municipality.

• The need to avoid as far as possible the fragmentation of
communities.

• The object of a ward committee, which is to enhance
participatory democracy in local government,

• The availability and location of suitable places for voting and
counting if appropriate.

• The safety and security of voters and election material
• Identifiable ward boundaries.

Where can we find the ward maps?
The Demarcation Board must publish its delimitation of wards for
a municipality in the Provincial Gazette. This will be done during
March 2005. Copies of the Provincial Gazette with the ward
boundaries will also be made available to municipalities and will
also be posted on the Board’s website www.demarcation.org.za

How can we object to the ward maps?
Any person aggrieved by the delimitation may submit written
objections to the Demarcation Board within 14 days of publication
in the Provincial Gazette. This can be done either by:

Writing to: The Municipal Demarcation Board,
Pr ivate Bag X28, Hatf ield, 0028

Hand delivering to: Block B2, IParioli, 1166 Park Street,
Hatfield, Pretoria

Faxing: 012-3422480
E-mailing: vanie@demarcation.org.za or

godfrey@demarcation.org.za
In April 2005 the Board will consider all objections, finalise the

ward boundaries and hand them to the IEC for electoral purposes.
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Clinics provide vital support to HIV/AIDS patients
Focus on public health

The uMhlathuze Council has long since recognised the threat
that HIV and AIDS poses to our community and has offered
voluntary counselling and testing at its clinics in Richards Bay
and Empangeni for many years.

This service was extended during 2004 when the two
municipal clinics started routine monitoring of CD4 blood counts
for HIV+ patients in order to identify those patients who should
be included on the government’s Antiretroviral Drug Programme.
This programme is managed locally by Ngwelezana Hospital at
the Thembalethu Clinic.

What is a CD4 count and why is it important?
A CD4 count monitors the white blood cells, or ‘fighter’ cells in
the body. The HIV and AIDS virus attacks and destroys these
cells, which affects a patient’s ability to fight infections.

A normal CD4 count would be anything between 550 and 1
955 cells per cubic litre of blood. As soon as this number drops
to 200 or below a patient is referred to Ngwelezana Hospital for
the Antiretroviral Drug Programme.

The programme operates on a first come, first served basis.
Due to the prevalence of HIV/AIDS in our community, the
programme is fully booked for 2005.

How often is the CD4 count measured?
According to the Deputy Director of Clinic Services, Ziphi Dladla
the municipal clinics take a CD4 count of HIV/AIDS patients
every third month. At the Richards Bay Civic Clinic this service
is offered every Thursday after 2pm and at the Empangeni
Clinic it can be done Monday to Thursday from 8am to 4pm.
Every Friday the Empangeni Clinic offers a special CD4 count
service for pregnant women only.

What other HIV/AIDS-related services does the Municipality
offer?
Patients living with HIV/AIDs are invited to attend a monthly
support group meeting held at the Richards Bay Clinic. A similar
support group will be starting in Empangeni in the next few
months so watch uMhlathuze News for more information.

Ms Dladla said the support group plays an important role
in allowing patients to discuss concerns and issues that they
may not be able to discuss with their family and friends. This
meeting also gives clinic staff an opportunity to monitor a
patient’s weight and provide counselling. “We motivate the
patients to exercise, to follow a healthy diet and to keep a
positive attitude as well as to practice safe sex to prevent re-
infection.”

Once the CD4 count drops below 300u/L patients are given
a monthly supply of the antibiotic, Co-Trimoxazole, along with
Folic acid, Ferrous Sulphate and Vitamin B complex vitamins
to encourage the production of more white blood cells. A
nutritious instant meal called Philani Pap is also given.

Plans are afoot to start projects such as making doorstops
and beaded brooches with the red AIDS ribbon to keep patients
occupied because stress contr ibutes to i l l  health.

For more information about CD4 counts contact Nomusa
Gwala at the Richards Bay Clinic on 035-9015303 or Vusi

Water borne
diseases and
infections can
b e  s p r e a d
through a variety of
ways and one common way
is when hands pick up ‘germs’ and carry those to the
mouth or nose.

Hand washing is the single most important way to
stop the spread of many water borne diseases and
infections. Remember to:
m Wash hands before handling and eating food
m Wash hands after going to the toilet, handling

rubbish and touching ears, nose, hair, mouth, as
well as changing babies’ nappies and touching
animals

m Wash hands in hot soapy water before preparing
food, and during preparation if you have stopped
to do something else

m Keep kitchen surfaces clean. Keeping things clean
gets r id of most of the germs/bacter ia

m Make sure dish cloths and sponges are kept clean
and dried completely before they are used again;
and

m Wash raw foods such as salad, vegetables and
fruit before eating them.

Avoid the spreading
of disease

The support group for people living with HIV/AIDS
meets every Thursday at the Richards Bay Civic Clinic.
A similar service will soon be available at Empangeni.



NgokukaMqond is i  wokuXhumana noMphaka th i
noKwazisa,uPieter Odendaal, kuningi osekwenziwe ukuthola
indlela eya phambili ngomsebenzi wezindlu zomxhaso
eMhlathuze Village kanti isigaba sesibili salomsebenzi sizoqala
kulonyaka.

'Sithintane nomthuthukisi womhlaba noMnyango weZindlu
eKZN savumelana ngohlelo lwezimali.' Uthe isinyathelo
esilandelayo esokuhlanganisa bonke abathintekayo ukuze
kuqedwe uphenyo ngokuthinteka kwezomphakathi.Leliqembu
lizofaka abamelele umphakathi, abathuthukisi bomhlaba,
uMasipa la  kanye noMnyango weZind lu  eKZN.

Kwezinye zezinto okuyoxoxwa ngazo kuyoba uhlobo
lwezindlu oludingekayo, ukuma kwezindlu,kanye nokwenza
inqubomgomo ezolandelwa ekuqhubeni lomsebenzi. 'Uma
bonke laba abathintekayo befinyelela esivumelwaneni,
umsebenzi uyobe usungaqhubeka', kuchaza uMnuz u-
Odendaal.

Lomsebenzi ubandakanya ezinye izindlu zomxhaso kanye
nezinye ezithengwa ngokwejwayelekile.

E: Great strides have been made in working on a way forward
with the low cost housing project at Mhlathuze Village with the
second phase ready to start this year.
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The deed of sale has been signed for a portion
of land in Tassel Berry in Arboretum, Richards
Bay, applied for by the uMhlathuze Islamic
Society for the establishment of a mosque and
offered by Council at the full municipal value.

Deputy Director of Corporate Services:
Estates Section, Marcus Nel said the
applicants have approached the matter in a
responsible manner by providing the necessary
motivation to build a Mosque in the CBD. They
have also understood the sensitivity of having
such a facility in the CBD by agreeing to
Council’s recommendation that there be no
electronic amplification of calls to prayer.

The Society is exploring the establishment
of a radio link to transmit the call to prayer
directly into Muslim homes, as has been done
in other areas throughout South Africa.

Besides the five daily congregational
prayers; it is intended that the Mosque will
serve the community with respect to Islamic
education for all ages, provide a welfare service
and an Islamic information centre.

Furthermore the mosque would contribute
to the image of the City being culturally rich
and diverse as well as a forerunner in
embracing and meeting the requirements of
a democratic society.

UMkhandlu unike usonkontileka wendawo iMswane
Construction umsebenzi wokwakha irenke entsha
yamatekisi obalelwa kumaRandi ayisigidi.
Lomsebenzi ufaka:
• Ukwakhiwa kwendawo yokupaka egandaywe

ngosimende, engama 1 800m2

• Ukwakhiwa kwendawo egandayiwe eyisiqhingi
sezimoto

• Ukufakwa kwamatshe onqenqemeni lomgwaqo
• Ukufakwa kwezimpawu nemidwebo yemigwaqo
• Ukufakwa kwemisele yokuxhuma izintambo

zocingo nogesi
• Ukufakwa kwamapayipi amanzi
• Ukwakhiwa kwendawo yomphakathi yokuzikhulula enezindlu zangasese eziyi

-12.
UMkhandlu ufake ukwakhiwa kwendawo yokuzikhulula ngenxa yokuthi lena

e k h o n a  n j e n g a m a n j e  s e y a c e k e l w a  p h a n s i  k a n g a n g o b a
ayisenakulungiseka.Kuzokwenziwa konke okusemandleni ukuba lezindlu
zangasese ezintsha zibe okungelula ukuzicekela phansi.

UMkhandlu ucela umphakathi ukuba ubeneso, uqaphele isimo salendawo
ubuye ubike labo abayicekela phansi.

Irenke yamatekisi ekhona njengamanje izokwenziwangcono ukuze ibukeke
iyintsha. Umsebenzi oqale ekuqaleni kukaFebruary kulindeleke ukuba uphele
ekupheleni kukaJune. Amapulani ekusasa lerenke afaka indawo yamabhasi
okuzoba yisigaba sesibili somsebenzi.

E: Local contractor, Mswane Construction, started work in February on the
R1 million contract to construct a new taxi rank and ablution facilities at Nseleni.
Work is scheduled for completion by June.

Land deal concluded
for mosque

Eyezindlu Zomxhaso Isibuyele Endaweni Yayo

PROPERTY NEWS
Inseleni Izothola Irenke
Entsha Yamatekisi
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uMhlathuze Municipality’s very own Kush Mothilall of the
Department of Parks, Sport and Recreation has been presented
with a Premier’s Sports Award in the category of Municipal
Sports Administrator.

The award recognises excellence in municipal sports
administration in KwaZulu-Natal and was handed to Kush by
MEC for Sports and Recreation, Armichand Rajbansi at an
awards ceremony held at the International Convention Centre
in Durban.

The process of determining winners in the various
categories is very thorough and stringent. A sports federation
or local/metro council nominates a candidate who is then
short-listed by an adjudication panel. The candidate’s
achievements for the year are then scrutinised and verified
by independent auditors before the award is bestowed.

Kush said the awards ceremony was a glittering function
and among the invited guests were provincial MECs, sport
personalities, members of National Parliament, the Sports
Confederation and Olympic Committee, consul generals based
Durban and the media.

Premier’s Sports Award for
City sports administrator

Dates to diarise
FEBRUARY

Tur tle Spotting Season has opened. Contact
035-590 1162 for more details

MARCH
1 March Beachcombers Photographic Club monthly

meeting at the Richards Bay Country Club. Contact
Hendrik on 0829635287 or Manie on 0824905075

4 March World Prayer Day for Women
5 March World Prayer Day for Men
5 – 6 March S A Triathlon Champs. Contact  Casper

Kriel on 082 896 6011.
11 March Ddisselblom performing in Richards Bay.

Tel 083 635 5358 or Lor inda 035-753 2070
11 – 13 March KZN Bonsai Association’s Regional

Annual Convention at the Richards Bay Civic Centre.
Contact Betsy de Jong on 035 - 753 4150 or
083 820 2224

25 – 27 March Fishing Bonanza at the Richards Bay
Ski-Boat Club. Contact Sandra 035-753 4845

To advertise your event in uMhlathuze News and on
the Municipality’s website www.richemp.org, contact
Mandy Nel on 035-9015403.

UMkhandlu usubikelwe ngokukhathazeka ngemingcwabo
eyenziwa ezindaweni ezingafanele eMzingazi
naseMandlazini.

Ngokunjalo uMkhandlu uncome ukuba imiphakathi
yaseMzingazi naseMandlazini ibe nezifundo lapho
kuzoqwashiswa khona izakhamizi ngobungozi obungahle
bulimaze izimpilo zazo uma kuqhubeka lokungcwaba
ezindaweni ezingafanele.

UMkhandlu uzothintana neziphathimandla
kulemiphakathi ngenhloso yokuzama ukunxenxa
izakhamizi zalezindawo ukuba zisebenzise amathuna
oMkhandlu nokubheka amathuba okuba lezindawo zibe
namathuna azo.

E: Workshops are to be held with the communities of
Mzingazi and Mandlazini following Council’s concern
about the performance of burials at inappropriate sites
in these areas.

Imingcwabo Yezindawo
Zasemakhaya Ifakelwa
Izibuko

Mayor Denny Moffatt and Chief Executive Officer, Tonie
Heyneke (right) congratulate Kush Mothilall on this
achievement and present him with the framed certificate
and photos of him accepting the award from Minister of
Spor ts and Recreat ion, Armichand Rajbansi .


