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Orientation 
 

The City of uMhlathuze is one of six local municipalities situated within the uThungulu District Council 

area in KwaZulu-Natal. The area comprises urban settlement, rural settlements, rural areas, farms 

and nature reserves. The majority of rural settlements are located within Tribal Authority areas.  The 

area has a deep-water port, which is connected by national roads and railway line to the economic 

heartland of South Africa.  Empangeni and Richards Bay are the largest towns forming part of the 

municipal area and are surrounded by sugar cane fields, timber plantations, wetlands and fresh water 

lakes.  As the last Census was conducted in 2001, users should note that attempts were made to 

adjust the measurements to a best estimate using information and predictions provided by Statistics 

South Africa  

Orientation Map 

 
 
 

Municipal Land area 

Area Km² % Area Km² % 

Richards Bay 289,9966 36,5  eNseleni 1,3325 0,2 

Empangeni 28,9386 3,6  Felixton 2,7835 0,3 

eSikhaleni 6,2304 0,8  Vulindlela 0,8464 0,1 

Ngwelezane 3,7001 0,5     

5 Tribal Authority areas, 21 rural settlements and 61 farms 462,1426 58,0 

Total municipal land area: 795,9707 100,0 
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The City of uMhlathuze has an estimated 81 008 households and a total population of about 

345776.During the past year 21 127 births were registered in the area of which 10 242 were males 

and 10 885 were females More than 40% of the residents in the municipal area reside in the non-

urban (rural and tribal authority) areas outside Empangeni and Richards Bay, and is indicative of a 

densely populated rural area. More people reside in Richards Bay than Empangeni, although 

Richards Bay is a younger town, indicating that this town grew at a faster rate than Empangeni. 

 

Population groups 

 Richards Bay Empangeni eSikhaleni eNseleni Other areas  Total 

Black African 20207 13605 72342 14653 178712 299519 

Coloured 2084 471 72 29 298 2954 

Indian /  Asian 10454 1057 120 0 71 11702 

White 21808 9642 7 0 144 31601 

 

Population by gender and age group 

Age Female Male Population (N) Population (%) 

0 – 4 years 18028 18028 36056 10,43% 

5 – 14 years 37392 36724 74116 21,43% 

15 – 34 years 76192 70167 146359 42,33% 

35 – 64 years 40739 39042 79781 23,07% 

Over 65 years 6084 3380 9464 2,73% 

Total (N) 178435 167341 345776  

 

Population density 

Suburb / area Persons per km² 

Felixton, farmland and forestry areas  2 - 525 

Empangeni, Richards Bay (excluding Aquadene and Brackenham) 526 - 1192 

Vulindlela, Brackenham and Aquadene 1193 - 2084 

Ngwelezane 2085 - 3989 

eNseleni urban, eNseleni rural and eSikhaleni urban 3899 - 6421 

Total average for entire municipal area 372 

 
 Level of education 

Highest Level of Education attained by over 20 year olds uMhlathuze (persons) 

No Schooling 
32921 

Some Schooling 
34207 

Complete primary 
9075 

Some Secondary 
60258 

Grade 12 / Standard 10 
44238 

Higher / Tertiary education 
16681 

Total 
197380 
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HOUSEHOLDS 

·  There are a total of 81 008 households within the municipal area. 

·  The number of houses per geographic area are:  

Richards Bay 12433, Empangeni 6046, eSikhaleni 6363, eNseleni 1439, Ngwelezane 2775, 

Vulindlela 588. The respective numbers of houses in each of the other areas are unknown. 

·  There are 202 indigent households. 

·  80,9% of the total dwellings are of formal type, with 15,3% being traditional type, and 3,8% 

informal type. 

·  64% of households own their dwelling, while 17,8% rent   

 

Number of persons per household 

Suburb / area Persons / household 

Farmland  0,86 – 2,28 

Felixton, Empangeni, Meerensee, Birdswood, Veldenvlei, and Vulindlela 2,29 – 3,71 

Arboretum, Brackenham, Aquadene, Wildenweide,  and Ngwelezane 3,72 – 4,79 

Mzingazi Village, Mandlazini, eNseleni urban and eSikhaleni urban 4,80 – 5,98 

eNseleni rural, eSikhaleni rural and tribal areas 5,99 – 7,47 

 
 
Percentage distribution of households by type of main dwelling 
 
House or brick structure on a separate stand or yard = 66,4% 
Traditional dwelling / hut / structure made of traditional materials = 15,2% 
Flat in block of flats =9,1% 
Town / cluster /semi –detached house (simplex :duplex: triplex) =1,9% 
House / flat / room in backyard =1,3% 
Informal dwelling /shack in backyard =1,4% not in backyard e.g in an informal / squatter settlement = 
2,4% 
Room /flatlet not in backyard but on a shared property =2,2% 
Caravan or tent =0% 
Private ship / boat=0%  
 
Household income 
 
The comparison between annual household incomes is done according to typical rural, peri-urban 

and urban areas.  Analysis of the overall average annual household income will be misleading as it is 

directly related to the geographical position and developmental level of a particular area. 
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Annual Household Income in Rural Areas
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·  The annual household income in the eNseleni rural area is the lowest as over 40% of all 

households have no income. 

·  Close to 20% of households in the Ngwelezane, eSikhaleni and eNseleni rural areas earn 

between R9601 and R19200 per annum. 
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Annual Household Income in Peri-urban Areas
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·  27% of households in Mzingazi Village and 29% of those in Mandlazini earn no income.  A large 

portion of the households in these areas earn between R4801 and R38400 per annum.   

·  On average, the income distribution between households in Mzingazi Village and Mandlazini is 

between the R4801 and R76800 income brackets. 
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Annual Household Income in Urban Areas
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·  The comparison of annual household income between typical urban areas reveals that whereas 

47% of households in Meerensee and 23% of households in Empangeni earn more than 

R153601 per annum, only 2% of households in eNseleni Urban earn this annual income. 

·  23% of households in eNseleni Urban do not earn any income. 

·  Overall, annual household income is the highest in Meerensee, although some 8% of households 

in this area earn no annual income.   
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Individual Monthly Income in Typical Urban Areas
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·  Individual monthly income is, on average, higher in Richards Bay than in Empangeni, eNseleni or 

eSikhaleni. 

·  A large number of individuals in eNseleni and eSikhaleni earn less than R400 per month. 

 

Labour Market Status 

 Richards Bay Empangeni eSikhaleni Other areas Total 

Economically active      

·  Employed 21029 10423 12485 31986 75924 

·  Unemployed 4181 1372 7767 38578 51898 

Unemployment rate 19% 12% 38% 55% 41% 

Total Labour Force 25210 11796 20252 70563 127821 

Not economically active* 10890 5168 11671 54360 82089 

Total Labour Market 36100 16963 31923 124924 209910 

* Includes students, homemakers, the disabled, those too ill to work and anyone not seeking work 

 

·  The unemployment levels in the area are high at 36,28% comparison to world standards.  

However, the unemployment levels relate to employment in the formal sector and do not reflect 

the true situation.  For instance, economic activity in tribal areas such as production for own use, 

arts and crafts, and informal sales are generally disregarded and creates the impression that 

tribal folk are without a source of income and the means to survive from day to day.  This is not 
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the case as the quality of life experienced in tribal areas is preferred by many people provided 

that the amenities associated with urban areas such as water, electricity, schools and clinics, are 

available. 

·  There are still very few economic opportunities and formal employment in the former township 

areas. 

 

Distribution of Formal Employment by Economic Activity: 

Manufacturing
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The manufacturing sector is the largest employer, employing 24% of the formally employed, 

followed by community services at 16% and trade at 13%. 

 

Percentage of employable workforce with skills: 
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The dominance of the manufacturing sector in the municipal economy can be clearly seen 

from the chart above indicating the skills of the employable workforce – a large percentage of 

the employable workforce has elementary, craft and trade and technical skills.  Professional 

skills also feature, which is reflective of the function of the municipal area as a service centre 

to the surrounding rural region.  
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Economic performance 

·  The local economy forms an integral part of the international and national economies.  The 

presence of a number of huge exporting and importing industries, notably Billiton’s aluminium 

smelters, Richards Bay Minerals, Mondi Kraft, Foskor, Bell Equipment, Ticor, Exxaro KZN Sands,  

Richards Bay Coal Terminal, agricultural activity (sugar cane and timber) and the port of Richards 

Bay, means that the welfare of the region is influenced by international and national market 

movements. 

·  95% of economic activity is vested in Richards Bay, Empangeni and Felixton. 

·  The area is 3rd most important in the province of KwaZulu Natal in terms of economic production, 

contributes 7,6% of the total Gross Geographic Product and 5,5 % of total formal employment.   

·  Year on year economical activity expanded by 14,09%. 

 

Percentage Sectoral Contribution to GGP  
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Business 
·  The population is served by 5 business districts with 23 shopping centres and a combined total of 

265 000m² commercial floor space.   

·  There are�  5 000 businesses in the municipal area. 

·  The area has 8 post offices, 30 bank branches, 35 government organisations and offices,  

5 cinemas, 14 hotels and 129 registered bed and breakfast establishments / guesthouses. 

·  Industrial floor space totals 558927m². 
 

 

Energy sources 

·  84,9% of all households use electricity as energy source for cooking and 91,8% use it as a 

lighting source.  82,3% use it as a source of heating. 18,9% of households uses gas or paraffin 

for cooking.  Solar power is used by 0,3% of all households for cooking and lighting. 

·  An average of 31 903 498 kilowatt electricity is used per day within the municipal area 
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·  The Municipality has a customer base of 31312 and 3000 customers receive 50kwh free 

electricity every month. 

·   

Water, sanitation and waste removal 
·  92% of households have access to running water; and 68,0% of households has piped water to 

the dwelling or inside the yard. 

·  The length of water pipes in the municipality adds up to 1700km. 

·    The reservoir capacities add up to 260 mega-litres. 

·   The length of sewer pipes in the municipal area adds up to 623km. 

·  68129 of all households have access to free basic water services. 

·  49.2% of all households have a flush or chemical toilet on the premises. 

·  There are 33 945 water meters for households, and 2 070 for businesses. 

·  There are 30 517 waste collection points for households and 1000 for businesses. 

·  58% of the population has access to waste removal services; approximately 2 500 tons of waste 

is collected on a weekly basis.  47,6% of waste collected is domestic waste and 12,3% is garden 

waste. 

 

 

Telecommunication 
·  42,5% of all households has a normal telephone or cellular telephone in the dwelling. 

·  Only 4,4% of all households do not have access to a telephone near the dwelling. 

 
 
 

Transport 
·  It is estimated that some 250 000 persons commute daily within the municipal area; close to 40 

000 of these commuters are from outside the municipal boundary. 

·  The number of minibus taxis is estimated at 3 900 and the number of buses at 130. 

·  During 2007, 33582 light passenger vehicles, 2687 motorcycles and 1953 minibuses were 

registered within the municipal area. 

·  There are 733 bus routes and 142800 bus commuters. 

·  On average 400 freight trucks enter and exit the municipal area on a weekly basis. 

·  Spoornet provides a freight service of close to 750 trains per week, linking the city to Durban and 

Gauteng; there are 320 km of railway track. 

·  There are 128 km of tarred national roads and 850 km of tarred secondary roads in the municipal 

area.  The municipality maintains 554 km of tarred roads and streets. 

·  The Port of Richards Bay consists of 2 157 hectares of land and 1 495 hectares of water area. 

·  Distance to closest international ports: Maputo – 465 km and Durban 160 km. 

·  The average monthly passenger departure in 2007 was 3694 at the Richards Bay Airport  

·  The number of vessels in the harbour averaged 308 during 2007 
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Community Facilities  
 

·  Municipal sport recreation facilities include: 

·  Two athletic fields, 15 basketball courts, one baseball field, five cricket fields (two floodlit) four 

hockey fields (2floodlit ),10 volleyball courts,74 soccer fields (9 floodlit) four rugby fields, four 

korfball courts, seven tennis courts, 10 netball courts (8 floodlit), two polo fields, five squash 

courts,16 jukskei, two golf courses, two bowling greens,15 combi courts, nine swimming 

pools.  

·  There are 809 sports clubs with specific facilities for inter alia equestrian sport, polocrosse, 

aerolites, angling, yachting, paddling and radio flyers. 

·  Within the municipal area there are there are four hospitals and 23 health clinics, four 

cemeteries, seven public libraries, 15 community halls, 102 schools and three tertiary 

education institutions, including a university. 

·  There are 1,7 police officers per 1 000 persons of the population, five police stations and four 

law courts. 

Climate 
 

·  An idyllic subtropical, maritime climate prevails throughout the year at the coast, seldom 

lower than 12°-14°C in winter and reaching 32°-35°C during summer months.  Average daily 

temperature is 28°C in summer and 22°Cin winter. 

·  Summers are hot and humid, and experience majority of annual rainfall, while winters are 

warm and dry with occasional frost in the interior. 

·  Prevailing winds are north-easterly and southwesterly. 

·  The long term average annual rainfall for Richards Bay area is about 1200mm decreasing to 

about 1000mm inland towards Empangeni, with most of the rainfall occurring between 

January and May. 

·  The area experienced two periods of prolonged drought (1981-1983 and 1992-1994) during 

the past 30 years, and has been subjected to destruction by extreme floods generated by the 

cyclones Demoina and Mboa in 1984 followed by flood disasters in 1987 and 200. 

 
Manmade features of the area include dams and canals (189,1ha) and the Richards Bay Harbour  

(2 353 ha) 25,76% of all urban land in Richards Bay is zoned either as Public Open space or 

Conservation Amenity. There are two nature reserves within the municipal area  


